Cherry Hill Farm Homeowners Association Meeting minutes

Date: May 10, 2007
Time:  7 – 9 PM
Location: Bothell Police Station   (18410 101st Ave NE)
Attendance: Brian Hill (Treasurer), Mel Mierisch (Pres), Mike Gilmore (VP), Mike Stall (Secretary), Harold + Janice Shreve,  Sandy Portulano, Carlos A Chaves-Velando, Pat Sheehan, Laura Oslund, Tris Samberg, David Doolittle, Robin Leonne.
(Board member Orley Krogh was not present)

Meeting started at 7:07 PM.
Neighborhood watch program:

Kirsten Clemens from Bothell Fire Department spoke on behalf of the Neighborhood Watch program and Disaster Preparedness program.

Kirsten talked about CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) course which teams fire suppression, disaster preparedness, and search and rescue. The course runs one night a week for eight weeks and is free of charge.  More information can be found at:  http://www.ci.bothell.wa.us/dept/fd/publiced/cert.html
Kevin from the Bothell Police Department spoke on Crime prevention tips and the Neighborhood Watch Program.  He said crime prevention was lower in areas where homeowners know (at least) their neighbors on either side of their house and their approximate schedule (including vacations).  That way, homeowners can call the police if they see suspicious activity at their neighbor’s house.  He encouraged people to err on the side of calling the police non-emergency number: (425) 486-1254 if they are not sure if activity they see is suspicious. 
Kevin and Kirsten spoke for about 30 minutes and distributed information pamphlets on the neighborhood watch program and Disaster Preparedness. 

Hot Topics
1. Rusu PUD

Due to the diligent emails and letters sent to the City of Bothell protesting the Rusu PUD from various Cherry Hill Farm Homeowners, the city did not just rubber stamp the Rusu PUD. The city found the Rusu PUD to be inconsistent with City of Bothell regulations and is giving it further scrutiny.  
Mel described that the Rusu PUD is part of Cherry Hill Farm, but the Rusu Lots 44 & 45 do not need to conform to the CCRs. However, the Rusu  PUD is subject to the restriction of the maximum number of units within the Cherry Hill Farm area. 

Tris asked how many homes are allowed. 

Mel replied that only two homes are allowed on the two Rusu lots.  That prevents the lots from being subdivided into seven homes. 
2. Traffic Calming Program

Mike Stall talked about the traffic calming program and gave an update.  Orley Krogh filled out the Citizen Action form and delivered it to the city after the last homeowner’s meeting.  The city will monitor NE 169th Street and determine a course of action.  The city usually starts with more unobtrusive steps (like speed control signs) and progresses to physical obstacles (like speed humps or street closure).  However, street closure is not an option at CHF.
Several homeowners were very passionate about the problem. 

Robin Leonne asked about expanding the inquiry to include 122nd Avenue NE.  The board stated that 122nd Avenue NE may be added to the inquiry in the future.

More details on the traffic calming program will be available at the next meeting after the city has time to evaluate the area.
3. Volunteer Fire Hydrant painting program

Mel described the City of Bothell’s Volunteer Fire Hydrant painting program.  The City of Bothell provides the paint, brushes, and training necessary for painting the seven hydrants in the neighborhood.   Tris indicated that she was interested in volunteering for the program.
4. Annual Garage Sale on June 2

Mel announced that the annual garage sale would be held on the first Saturday in June.  Preparation for the event includes advertising, flyers, signs, and putting up the banner; the board will determine who does what via email.

5. Landscaping + Irrigation Update
Mike G announced that the board has a regular contract with JC Yard Services.  Mel created a comprehensive contract detailing Cherry Hill Farm general landscaping needs.  

Mel said that the Woodinville water was turned on and the Bothell water was to be turned on soon.  Backflow testing will be performed simultaneously.  The Bothell water is tentatively scheduled to be turned on this Monday, May 14.
Mike G said the board was using R&R Irrigation. There is at least one broken sprinkler head (at the island by the park). Rick at R&R Irrigation needs to be contacted immediately to test the system, repair any broken sprinkler heads, and replace the batteries.  

One of the homeowners said that water was observed bubbling up from the ground in the common area on NE 169th Street near 12200  

6. Adult Entertainment 
The Bothell City Council put a temporary moratorium prohibiting the granting of Adult Entertainment zoning licenses.  Current zoning only allows Adult Entertainment on 522, along a small area west of downtown Bothell. 

A study of Bothell was conducted by the city to determine which areas might be suitable for adult entertainment zoning (according to regulations) because areas were not within a certain distance from schools, churches, and other factors. The intersection of Brickyard Road and Riverside Drive,  which is within walking distance of Cherry Hill Farm, came up as one of  several potential areas where adult entertainment could be located according to current regulations. 

The Bothell Planning commission recommended to leave the zoning as is.  The Bothell City Council will vote on whether to leave the zoning as is at their next meeting.  The council does not need to follow the planning commission’s preliminary recommendation.
Tris Samberg encouraged people to be present at the Tuesday, June 5th meeting to voice their opposition to changing adult entertainment zoning.

7. Board Elections

The board has not received any new nominations and thus has not done elections.  The board encourages homeowners to volunteer to serve on the board for a minimum of one year, which may be extended to a 3-year term. If the board does receive a nomination in the near future, ballots will be mailed out to all homeowners.
8. Kudos 

Kudos to Mike G. for the flyers and newsletter, and to Tris Samberg for helping with the Easter Egg hunt.
9. Gift Cards

Brian Hill, Treasurer, drew the names for winners of the gift cards. Board members were ineligible.  The winners were:
$10 gift card to Target - Sandy Portulano.

$15 gift card to Molbaks - Laura Oslund.
$25 gift card to Home Depot - Robin Leonne. 

Note: Robin Leanne returned her gift card to the board.  The gift card will be used as a door prize at the annual picnic.
Old Business

1. Homeowners dues
Brian Hill collected homeowners’ dues from 2 of the 3 homeowners who had not paid their dues. The Olsens are the only homeowners who owe outstanding dues.  However, the board recently found out that the dues notices sent out were addressed to the previous homeowner. A new dues statement will be sent to the Olsens; no late fees will be assessed if the dues are promptly received. 

2. Investment of dues?

The board talked about investing $4000 in a 12 month CD at Frontier Bank with 4.9% yield. The $4000 was from the sale of Cherry Hill Farm common area land to GTE.   Brian has invested the money in a 1-year CD that may be renewed in the future.  
A discussion on what the money might be used for ensued.  The board stated that special projects or assessments occasionally occur where the money may be used.

Robin asked what projects would be of interest.
The board currently has no specific projects in mind, but Brian mentioned recent projects of installing new trees (~$1500 per tree) and repainting the signs (~ $1000).
3. Gift Baskets
Property on NE 122nd Avenue was recently purchased, but is being rented out. Mike Stall has the gift basket for the new owners, but the property owner has not picked it up. The board is holding the gift basket for future use.
4. Multi family house
At least six cars are parking on the street near the multi-family house, one of which has not moved in over three weeks.  There is a 72 hour parking rule in Bothell. Cars on the street can’t be stagnant for over 72 hours. Tris noted that the car tabs were also expired.  Mel has notified the police about the abandoned vehicle.
Tris asked about on-street vs. off-street parking. Mel explained that the board would need to take over street responsibilities from City of Bothell to enforce the parking on the streets.

Harold mentioned there were city restrictions on the number of allowed business trips in a residential neighborhood.  The board will investigate this. 
5. Pass the Baton Material
Brian had some transition material, but his computer died and the information is not currently available.

Robin asked how many hours a month the treasurer job took. Brian said the biggest amount of time was collecting the dues in the fall. In off months, it may be about 2 hours a month.

New Business

1. Approve Minutes from Mar 1st 

Board voted unanimously to approve 4-0. 
2. Treasury Report

Brian passed out a report of the CHF Net Worth as of 4/30/07.  Total asserts are $14,834.63. Total liabilities are $0.

3. ACC applications
There were no new ACC applications.
4. Mail boxes

A homeowner had to change their mailbox lock recently and asked the homeowners association to reimburse the cost to change the lock ($65) after the lock had already been changed.  The board paid to remove the original post office boxes installed by the developer and replace them with the clustered locked mailboxes in 1996.  The board needs to research past HOA files to determine whether the HOA or the post office owns the mailboxes.
Mel talked to somebody at the post office who performs lock maintenance. Some options were:
- Squirt Tri-Flow (used on bike chains) or commercial lock lubricant in locks; do not use WD-40.
- Have the homeowners association purchase a bag of locks at bulk rate; have the locks be available for homeowners to buy  so they can change the locks themselves. 

Harold suggested oiling locks. 

Mel motioned to allocate $20 to buy cans of lock lubricant and apply to all homeowner locks.  The board seconded the motion and approved it unanimously.
Several homeowners from the crowd stated that having the board reimburse an expense from a homeowner that the board didn’t authorize is a bad precedence.
The Board postponed making a decision until the next homeowners meeting on whether the homeowner who changed their locks should be reimbursed.  This time will be used to research the changing and maintenance of the mailbox locks and to determine whether the HOA owns the mailboxes.
5. Next newsletter topics
Possible topics include: 
- what to do about mailbox locks
- Neighborhood watch information
- Traffic Calming Program
- Rusu PUD update
- Board election / nominations
· photos and blurb about Easter Egg Hunt

· photos and blurb about garage sale

Tris requested a big blurb about the Annual picnic. 

Robin suggested an announcement that that there is a lifetime warranty for windows for original owners.

6. Next meeting:
The next meeting is July 12th, the Thursday after 4th of July. 
7. Adjournment

Mel Motioned to Adjourn. 

Mike Seconded.  Board voted 4-0.
------------

Action items:

Mike S: post information about the CERT course and the Neighborhood Watch program on the website.
Orley / Mike S: followup on 169th Traffic calming project. Ask city about expanding to 122nd Avenue NE.

Mel: Follow up on garage sale tasks the board needs to do via email.

Mike S: Double check that the police non-emergency number on the phone book. Note: the Bothell police traffic phone number is incorrect; the non-emergency number is correct.
Mike S: Get map of neighborhood on website.

Mike G (or Mel): Contact Rick at R&R Irrigation immediately to test, repair, and turn on the irrigation system and change the batteries.  Inform Rick of the location of the broken sprinkler head and the area where water was observed bubbling up from the ground.

Board: Post flyer first week of June reminding homeowners of the Bothell City Council meeting on June 5 regarding discussion on adult entertainment zoning.

Mel: Send email to Sandy Portulano encouraging her to volunteer to serve on the board.  She does not need to do treasurer duties; any help would be appreciated.

Mel: Send out revised homeowners dues request letter to the Olsens; late fees are suspended.

Brian + Mel: go talk to multi family house owners about number of cars on the road. 
Mel: check out city restrictions concerning business parking and trips in a residential neighborhood.

Brian: Share the “pass the baton” material on the treasurer position with the board when the information from the computer is accessed.

Mike S.: Check into the automated query of information discussed at City of Bothell meetings available that may be pertinent to Cherry Hill Farm.

Mel: Check out how our mailbox locks work and are installed. 

Mel: Look into the cost of a bag of locks that the homeowners association might buy.

Mike S.: Check old files to find information on the locked cluster mailbox transformation. Does the HOA or the post office own the mailboxes?

Board: Buy Tri-flow (or similar lock lubricant), squirt into mailbox locks, insert key in and out about 10 times.  Post flyer to request that homeowners turn the key in the mailbox lock at least 10 times to work in the lock lubricant. Determine who does what via email.
